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SYLLABUS AND PROCEDURAL UPDATES

WELCOME

Focus on Exams Issue 3 2016

In this issue of Focus on Exams, as well as our usual
reminders and updates, we also take a look at the
all-important issue of exam preparation and its
significance for candidates and examiners alike.
In other examinations news:
• The Syllabus Development Group continues to
work on our new ‘Repertoire Syllabus’…
• The RAD opens up applications for the second
round of the Fiona Campbell Examinations
Bursary…
• We’ve created a promotional film to help
spread the message about the excitement and
value of RAD exams…
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Read on for more information!

Music for vocational graded exams

Repertoire syllabus

Thank you for your continued support for RAD
exams. Read on for more information.

Please remember that live piano accompaniment
remains a requirement for all levels of vocational
graded exams, whether taking in place in an AEC
or RAV. In the event that a pianist is suddenly
unavailable to play in an AEC, every effort should
be made to find a replacement. Teachers can apply
for special consideration for candidates in these
circumstances. If it is not possible to find a
replacement, teachers should contact their local
organiser for further instructions.

We are starting to hold some trial examinations for
our new ‘repertoire syllabus’ (working title). The
feedback we receive from the teachers and
examiners involved will help us refine the content
and procedure, ready for the launch, which we are
hoping will be some time in 2017 – watch this space
for more news!

Dr Andrew McBirnie
Director of Examinations
If you have any questions about
anything in this issue of Focus on
Exams, contact us at
exams@rad.org.uk
Let us know about your exams
experience via our online
survey at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/examsfeedback

Syllabus amendments
Advanced 1 music book – A1-16: Allegro 3 (page
23) – the instruction slower for male version is
incorrect and should be ignored. The piece should
be played at the same speed for all candidates.
A summary of amendments to the syllabus and
sheet music publications can be found at
www.rad.org.uk/syllabus-updates
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As some of you may be aware, we now have an
online customer feedback survey, where teachers
can let us know about their experiences of RAD
exams.
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Fiona Campbell Examinations
Bursary
The Fiona Campbell Examinations Bursary has once
again been opened to applicants worldwide. The
closing date for the most recent round was 30
September, and we are currently reviewing the
applications.
This bursary was made possible as a result of a
generous legacy left by Fiona Campbell, RAD
teacher, examiner, Trustee and lifelong friend to the
Academy.
RAD Registered teachers can apply for a grant on
behalf of deserving candidates, to the value of their
next exam. The process is very simple – you have
150 words to explain why your candidate is
deserving of a bursary. Apart from the Solo Seal, all
exams are eligible.
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Successful candidates have 12 months to use the
bursary from the date of being informed of their
award.
Watch out for the next round of applications!

Promotional film
We have created a short film capturing some of the
events of a typical exam day and the associated
emotions. In it, we speak teachers, candidates and
examiners in order to get a sense of the excitement
of exam day.
Although the film is intended for everyone who is
interested in RAD exams, we hope in particular
that it will help teachers to explain to students and
their parents their significance – as a culmination of
the work and dedication over many months of all
concerned. We hope it also shows the thrill and
enjoyment of performance, and the sense of
achievement and elation after completing an exam.
Please visit www.rad.org.uk/achieve/exams to have
a look.

To date, we have received around 200 responses
from over 20 countries. A few key points are listed
below:
• Over 92% of teachers strongly agree, or agree
to some extent, that the syllabus is relevant to
and meets the needs of their students across all
levels (responses vary from 85% for Advanced
2 to 100% for Dance to Your Own Tune).
• 72% of teachers are very satisfied, or satisfied
to some extent, with time taken to receive
results, certificates and medals.
• When asked whether they feel exam results
are fair, accurate and reliable, 16% of teachers
say ‘always’, 57% ‘usually’, 26% ‘sometimes’, and
1% ‘never’.
• Over 90% of teachers are satisfied with the
exams service provided by the RAD.
• Over 96% of teachers are very satisfied, or
satisfied to some extent, with the quality of
communications about exams.
• Over 94% of teachers are very satisfied, or
satisfied to some extent, with the exams
service provided by the RAD.
Some key quotes:
• ‘The organisation is of extreme care –
programmes, articles in the Gazette, the
information that arrives by email. Congratulations
on your incredible work!’ (teacher from Portugal).
• ‘The solo performance award has seen students
excited about ballet at a time when they ordinarily
start to give up’ (teacher from South Africa).

‘[It] was my first time working with the RAD, and
was very happy overall, and looking to keep on
this relation with this company’ (teacher from
Malta).
Teacher feedback is hugely important to us. Let us
know what we are getting right (or wrong!) at:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/examsfeedback
•
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GENERAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

Give us your thoughts…
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Free enchaînements

The dedicated monthly exams day on social media
has gained momentum in recent months. We cover
issues that are of interest to everyone who engages
with RAD exams. We try to keep the content
relevant, by addressing issues that link in with wider
RAD interests and initiatives, such as students
taking exams (to link with the Silver Swans training
and the idea of lifelong learning in dance) or a focus
on male candidates, syllabi and examiners – as well
as other topics that we think you will find
informative.

by Paula Hunt, Chair of the Panel of Examiners and
Head of Syllabus Development

Our exams presence on Facebook is showing an
average reach of 220,000 in 2016. The March
Exams Friday, on male students taking RAD exams,
saw our most successful response on Twitter so far,
with over 17,000 impressions and an engagement
rate of 4.42% (against an industry standard of 1.5%).

At Intermediate Foundation, Intermediate and
Advanced Foundation levels, the free
enchaînements are a significant part of the
examination – 10 marks for the technique, as well
as a percentage of the generic music and
performance marks. The good news is that
examiners are increasingly finding that candidates
have a more in-depth understanding of the focal
steps, but there is still some room for
improvement. Often candidates who are achieving
good marks (e.g. 7 and upwards) in other technique
sections are still receiving much lower marks for
the free enchaînement.

We can also use social media to respond to specific
issues or queries, for example, the reliability and
accuracy of exam results, which stemmed from a
thread on a Facebook discussion group about
results moderation. Although we were slightly
nervous about addressing this controversial and
sensitive topic via social media, our audience for
this piece had a Facebook reach of 343,100 – our
highest ever – and the vast majority of responses
were positive..
If you have any ideas for topics you would like to
see discussed or presented on our Social Media
Fridays, please do let us know!
exams@rad.org.uk
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Some helpful hints for teachers to improve these
statistics:
• Ensure that students understand the technical
requirements for each focal step. These
should be trained initially with development
movements that enhance the understanding
– avoiding the temptation to teach the step
without a secure build-up.
• Once the students can competently perform
the step with accurate technique, the focal step
should be used in a series, instead of launching
into complicated settings.
–– For example: Seven jetés ordinaires devant
followed by a petit assemblé devant and
repeat with seven jetés ordinaires derrière
followed by a petit assemblé derrière.
Gradually reduce the number of repetitions
once the students have managed to maintain
the appropriate technique.
• Generally the free enchaînement will include
two versions of the selected focal step along
with a selection of linking steps.
–– Example 1 – a jeté ordinaire focal step
enchaînement will always include some
devant and some derrière
–– Example 2 – a pas de basque sauté
enchaînement will always include en avant
and en arrière
Focal steps that have multiple versions, such as
assemblés, will still use only two versions.
• When preparing students for the exam, the
free enchaînement should be kept simple to
give them an opportunity to show the focal
step with technical accuracy, remembering that
there are repetitions of the same step in many
of the enchaînements.

featureS

GENERAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

Social Media Fridays

…continued overleaf
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The linking steps also require technical
understanding and should be trained the same
way as explained above.
Be sure to use a variety of ports de bras for the
various movements and steps. Candidates
often get very confused if the examiner sets a
movement of the arms that is different from
the arm movements teachers may always use
for a particular step.
Encourage a musical approach by using the
voice to establish the rhythm rather than
pedantic counting.
When the examiner is setting the
enchaînement the candidates should show the
step correctly applying all the necessary
technical criteria.
Candidates are always asked to mark the
enchaînement FOUR times through – the
students should have been trained to mark
efficiently to save energy for the performance
which is also seen FOUR times through.
When marking the enchaînement candidates
should use 100% of arms/upper body/head
movement and approximately 50% of lower
body/legs/feet.
The performance of the enchaînement is often
compromised, many candidates stop after only
two repeats. Candidates then find it extremely
difficult to pick it up again. Often it is only
possible to give half the mark they should have
received as the enchaînment was only
performed with any recognition of technical
accuracy twice through.
Finally, invest time to give students the
confidence to embrace and succeed in the free
enchaînement section of the exam by slowly
developing the necessary skills, knowledge and
understanding.

Preparing candidates for exams

features

features

•

by Harriet Grant, Examinations Operations and
Communications Manager
As teachers are more than aware, even the best
prepared candidates can suffer from nerves on
exam day. This can result in momentary
forgetfulness in the exam room, a little anxiety as
the exam begins, or in extreme cases tears or even
sickness. Thankfully these kinds of nerves are very
rare, and teachers, parents, examiners and exam
attendants work hard to ensure candidates can
relax and perform to their full potential.
If the candidate is well prepared then an attack of
nerves will be manageable, and with the help of
those organising the exam, they will enjoy the
experience. Sometimes the ‘performance’ aspect of
an exam draws out greater levels of expression and
communication than is usually seen in class!
Examiners work hard to put candidates at their
ease, creating a positive atmosphere to help them
perform to the best of their ability. They follow the
format information published in the Specifications,
and if candidates seem unsure of what to do, they
may provide gentle prompts. If necessary, teachers
are welcome to provide brief notes for the
examiner indicating the settings and pairings they
have prepared when there are three candidates.
Feedback, however, from examiners indicates that,
nerves aside, some candidates seem poorly
prepared, particularly in Primary in Dance to Grade
3 examinations. ‘Unprepared’ doesn’t mean the
candidate has a ‘moment’ of forgetfulness, or makes
small mistakes. It means that they don’t know large
portions of the work, or seem unsure of how an
examination is run.
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Another concern raised is candidate behaviour in
exams, with reports of chatting, noise, moving
round and distracting other candidates, again,
substantially in the Primary in Dance to Grade 3
range. We are aware that teachers are not in the
examination room and therefore this is difficult to
monitor, and that some students can be challenging
in attention and focus. But, if candidates can
practise where to stand in an exam, and know that
they should be still and quiet while others are
performing, it helps exams run more smoothly, and
allows all candidates to perform without
distraction.

Examiners want the best from candidates,
whatever their technical ability and, more than
anything, they want them to enjoy their exam. It’s
very disheartening for examiners when candidates
are clearly unfamiliar with the requirements, not
least because this impacts on the smooth running
of an exam. Therefore, we would strongly advise
teachers to ensure that candidates are confident
about what to do in the exam and are familiar with
the requirements. This way, all candidates will enjoy
their exam experience, and teachers have one less
thing to worry about on exam day.
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The worldwide panel of RAD examiners will
convene in London in January 2017 for a week-long
seminar. Our examiners are key to the
Examinations Board’s delivery of high-quality
assessments and examinations, and this event will
draw together 200 examiners from 25 countries
around the world to meet and work together on a
detailed review of RAD syllabi (old and new),
quality assurance and standardisation processes,
and examination administration and procedures.

Examinations department at
RAD HQ
We say a fond farewell to Examinations Business
and Customer Services Manager, Louise Marshall,
who has been with the Academy for 7 years. We
are very sorry to see her leave, and wish her (and
baby Ethan) the very best for the future! We are
delighted that Zoë Black, Louise’s maternity cover,
will be continuing in her role in a permanent
capacity.

EXAMS – PERSONNEL

SOLO SEAL

Examiners’ Seminar 2017

Farewell
Sincere thanks and good wishes to the three
examiners who submitted their retirements or
resignations during 2016:
Sandy Anderton (UK)
Lynnette Kelley (CAN)
Susan Tyne (UK)
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Successful Solo Seal candidates

Congratulations to the following:

The Solo Seal is the highest level of examination
offered by the RAD. Candidates perform three
solo variations, requiring a high degree of technical
and expressive artistry, in front of an audience.
They must achieve a minimum of 8 marks (out of
10) in every examination component in order to
pass. In a typical year, no more than 20–30
candidates around the world achieve this
prestigious award.

Australia
Liam John Green (July 2015)
Mischa Hall (July 2015)
Heather Maclaughlan (July 2015)

Above: A post from Exams Social Media Day, May 2016
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Canada
Leah Jane Terry (May 2016)
UK
Abigail Jane Baker (June 2016)
Uyu Hiromoto (June 2016)
Antonia Johnson (June 2016)
Sara Nativi (June 2016)
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South West England, Wales & Channel Islands
Regional Manager: Claire Marks
cmarks@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)1984 667533 / m: +44 (0)7554 457258
/ f: +44 (0)1490 460594

Greece
The British Council
RAD Representative: Veta Anastasopoulou
rad@britishcouncil.gr / t: +30 2103 6923 73 / f: +30 210 363 0332

Director of Examinations
Andrew McBirnie
amcbirnie@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8088

South East England
Regional Manager: Sue Morice-Jones
smorice-jones@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)1634 305 573
Northern Ireland
Examinations Area Organiser: Millicent Brown
mbrown@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)289 042 5187

Hong Kong
Hong Kong Examinations & Assessment Authority
International and Professional Examinations Division
RAD Representative: George Pang
ie7@hkeaa.edu.hk / t: +852 3628-8787/3628-8750 (Direct) /
f: +852 3628 8790

Chair of the Panel of Examiners and Head of Syllabus Development
Paula Hunt
phunt@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8057
Examinations Results Quality Assurance Manager
Lynne Bradley
lbradley@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)1608 676109
Examinations Customer Service Manager
Zoë Black
zblack@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8037
Examinations Operations and Communications Manager
Harriet Grant
hgrant@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8009
Examinations Results Manager
Mark Rogers
mrogers@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8055
Examinations Resources Manager
Sara-Jane Mulryan
sjmulryan@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8006
Examinations Officer (London, Middlesex and UK Specials)
Sandra Elphinston
selphinston@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8056
Examinations Officer (UK RAD Approved Venues)
Brenda Strong
bstrong@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8008
Examinations Officer (International)
Joanna Pigeon
jpigeon@rad.org.uk/ +44 (0)20 7326 8909
Examinations Business and Customer Services Administrator
Katharine Christopher
kchristopher@rad.org.uk / +44 (0)20 7326 8057
Examinations Operations Administrator
Cecilia Matteucci
cmatteucci@rad.org.uk / +44 (0)20 7326 8909
Examinations Resources Administrator
Lillian Doleman
ldoleman@rad.org.uk / +44 (0)20 7326 8058
Examinations Results Officer
Monica Camara
mcamara@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8050
Examinations Data Processing Supervisor
Andrew Milton
amilton@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8906
UK regional offices:
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Scotland
Regional Manager: Jennifer MacFarlane
jmacfarlane@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)1314 455 455
Northern England
Regional Manager: Debbie White
dwhite@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)1325 717 888
Midlands and East of England
Regional Manager: Léonie Locke
llocke@rad.or.guk / t: +44 (0)7554 457260

International offices:
Bermuda, Brunei, Ghana, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Macau, Serbia
(and all other countries not listed below):
Examinations Officer (International): Joanna Pigeon
jpigeon@rad.org.uk / +44 (0)20 7326 8930
Australia & Papua New Guinea
Examinations & Training Manager: Kathryn Hughes
khughes@rad.org.au / t: +61 2 9380 1908 / f: +61 2 9360 6677
www.rad.org.au
Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and France
Royal Academy of Dance Asbl
National Director: Neeltje Holland Van Laarhoven
nholland@rad.org.uk / t: + 31 6 20748924
www.rad.lu
Brazil, Peru, Ecuador, Chile and Venezuela
Royal Academy of Dance BrasilLtda
National Director: Maria doCarmo de Kenny
mckenny@royalacademyofdance.com.br / t/f: +55 19 3892 3985
www.royalacademyofdance.com.br
Canada
Graded Examinations: Cindy Kirsch
ckirsch@radcanada.org / t: +1 416 489 2813 ext. 234
Vocational Graded Examinations: Lenore Orantia
lorantia@radcanada.org / t: +1 416 489 2813 ext. 225
info@radcanada.org / t: +1 416 489 2813 / f: +1 416 489 3222
www.radcanada.org
Caribbean (Jamaica, Guadeloupe, Bahamas, Trinidad and Tobago,
Barbados, St Lucia, Antigua and Aruba)
National Manager: Diane Bernard
dianebernard@rad.org.jm / t/f: +1 876 755 0612
China
Chief Representative RAD China: Professor Ting Tina Chen
radchina@hotmail.com / t: 86 21 63463675 / f: 86 21 6513 7188
leeandtina@hotmail.com / t: 86 21 6346 3675
Chief Officer (RAD China): Miss Judy Gu
radchina@hotmail.com / t: 86 21 63463675 / f: 86 21 6513 7188
RAD Shanghai (Exams)
Shanghai & Eastern China: Miss Ying Wang
w_y_1957@hotmail.com / t: 86 21 62483326
Beijing & North East China: Miss Lu Sha (Rose) Xu
609869679@qq.com / t: 86 138 1071 7071
www.rad.cn.com
Cyprus
National Manager: George Shantos
info@rad.com.cy / t: +357 99 477 887 / f: +357 24 818 351
www.rad.com.cy
Germany, Austria and Switzerland
Royal Academy of Dance GmbH
National Director: Horst Vollmer
Examinations officer: Markus Thiée
pruefungen@royalacademyofdance.de / t: +49 (0)30 39 40 466 60 /
f: +49 (0)30 39 40 466 69
www.royalacademyofdance.de

Indonesia
Yayasan Royal Academy of Dance Indonesia
National Director: Lala Salendu
radindonesia@cbn.net.id / t: +62 21 75 90 93 63 /
f: +62 21 75 90 93 70
Ireland
National Manager: Beverley Dinsmore
bdinsmore@rad.ie / t: (353) 419 811 915
Israel
National Manager: Gali Zamir
gali@rad.org.il / t: +972 52 3343838
Italy
Royal Academy of Dance Srl
National Director: Manuela De Luca
info@raditaly.it / t: +39 0461 985 055 / f: +39 0461 985 054
www.raditaly.it

South Africa, Botswana, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia,
Swaziland and Zimbabwe
AEC Tour Co-ordinator: Lorraine Redmayne
lredmayne@rad.org.za / t: +27 (0)11 887 0459
RAV Tour Co-ordinator: Idalina Lume
ilume@rad.org.za / t: +27 (0)11 887 0459
info@rad.org.za / www.rad.org.za
South Asia (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka)
Royal Academy of Dance, South Asia
National Manager: Ranmali Mirchandani
radsouthasia@gmail.com/ t: +94 777 349399
South Korea
RAD Representative: Hyun Joo Ham
hjham@radkorea.org/ t: +82 10 3793 1910
www.radkorea.org
Spain, Andorra and Gibraltar
Royal Academy of Dance SL
National Director: Maria José Antón
info@rad.org.es / t: +34 977 34 24 89 / t/f: +34 977 34 19 35
www.rad.org.es
Taiwan
National Manager: Shu-Yu Lin
linshuyu82@hotmail.com / t: +886 22 871 5615 / f: +886 22 874 7783
www.rad.org.tw

Japan
National Director: Noriko Kobayashi
radjapan@nifty.com / t: +81 3 3987 3750 / f: +81 3 3987 3649

Thailand
RAD Dancing (Thailand) Co Ltd
National Director: Glenn van der Hoff
info@radthailand.org / t: +6653 274841 / m: +668 51564 562
www.radthailand.org

Malaysia
RAD Dancing (Malaysia) SdnBhd
National Director: Selvee Murugiah
radmalaysia33@gmail.com / t: +6 016 4979 094 / f: +6 003 2276 0052

Turkey
The British Council
RAD Representative: Ceren Cetin-Arikan
ceren.cetinarikan@britishcouncil.org.tr / t: +90 212 355 56 35

Malta
National Manager: Sandra Mifsud
smifsud@rad.org.uk / t: (356) 7993 8584
www.rad.org.mt

United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman
The British Council
RAD Representative: Shabnam Habib
shabnam.habib@ae.britishcouncil.org / t: + 971 (0)4 3135568 /
f: + 971 (0)4 3370703
www.britishcouncil.ae/en

Mexico, El Salvador, Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Panama
Royal Academy of Dance de Mexico AC
National Director: Julieta Navarro
radmexju@prodigy.net.mx / t: +55 5360 2700 / f: +52 55 5373 4069
New Zealand
National Director: Janet Taylor
info@rad.org.nz / t: +64 4 382 8924
www.rad.org.nz

CONTACTS

CONTACTS

UK Headquarters
Royal Academy of Dance
Examinations Department
36 Battersea Square
London SW11 3RA
exams@rad.org.uk / t: +44 (0)20 7326 8000 / f: +44 (0)20 7924 2311
www.rad.org.uk

United States of America
National Director: Patti Ashby
info@radusa.org / t: +1 414 747 9060 / f: +1 414 747 9062
www.radusa.org

Norway, Sweden and Denmark
National Manager: Karina Lund
klund@royalacademyofdance.no / t: +47 95920812
www.royalacademyofdance.no
Philippines
The British Council
RAD Representative: Justine Tiro
Justine.tiro@britishcouncil.org.ph / t: + 632 555 3000 ext 141
www.britishcouncil.org.ph
Portugal
National Director: Margarida Sa Fialho
radportugal@rad.org.pt / t/f: +351 21 383 1849
Singapore
Royal Academy of Dance Singapore
National Director: Mona Lim
mona.lim@rad.sg / t: +65 6762 8993 / f: +65 6762 4031
www.rad.sg
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MUSIC THEATRE
An innovative syllabus pioneered by LCME
We offer:
• a wide range qualifications in Music Theatre, catering to candidates of all ages and abilities
• an open choice of Music Theatre repertoire in performance
• a structured approach that enables students to progressively master the understanding,
knowledge and skills necessary for effective communication and performance

What does dance
mean to you?

020 8231 2364
lcm.exams@uwl.ac.uk
uwl.ac.uk/lcmexams

“Well… it’s my life.”
Kate Swainston
RAD Registered Teacher
and Examiner

You don’t just want
a good teacher,
you want the best.
www.rad.org.uk/findateacher
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LCM Examinations
University of West London
St Mary’s Road, London W5 5RF

www.rad.org.uk/about/my-dance
Share your #myDance story

SUPPORTING THE FEET
OF THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET
K E V I N J A C K S O N , P R I N C I PA L A R T I S T
LISA CRAIG, CORPS DE BALLET
THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET

